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The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food Security, Forestry Division of Sierra
Leone (FD) and The Forestry Development 2
Authority of Liberia (FDA)

Transboundary Collaboration Action Plan

Introduction:

The Governments of the Republics of Sierra Leone and Liberia recognized the importance of the Gola forest
that extends across the borders of both Countries, due to its vast biodiversity richness and the ecosystem
services contribution to the region and the world at large. In addition, both Governments also recognized the
threats to the forest if not properly protected. As a result, they signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) committing both Countries to establish the “Greater Gola Peace Park” and outlined series of actions
to be taken to actualize their goal.

While Sierra Leone has established the Gola Rainforest National Park (GRNP), Liberia is moving towards

achieving the same mark. The Gazettement Package of the Liberia Gola Forest National Park (GFNP) was

submitted to the office of Her Excellency, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf on May 27, 2014 for on-ward

submission to the National Legislature for passage into law. It is anticipated that the GFNP gazettement Act
_will be enacted into law by the end of October 2014.

The MoU on the cooperation in management, research, protection and conservation of the Greater Gola

Peace Park calls for three cardinal actions to be taken by both Countries fo~gnsure the successful
establishment and management of the Peace Park: (a)Planning towards the establishritent of the Greater

Gola Peace Park (b)Enhanced cooperation between the two Countries to advance the mamagement.
monitoring and further development of the Peace Park, and (c) Effective coordination between both
Countries in the implementation of concrete joint actions that engender and foster cooperation and
protection of the Peace Park.

The MoU also considers both short and long term actions, which lead to achieving the long term goal. To
realize this goal, it is therefore necessary to commence concrete actions with timeline and assigned
responsibilities.

Predicated upon this transboundary collaborative agreement, a two day meeting was held in Freetown,
Sierra Leone, between Forestry Division (FD) of Sierra Leone and the Forestry Development Authority
(FDA) of Liberia on June 16 -17, 2014. The meeting resulted into the development of an agreed
Transboundary Collaboration Action Plan that lays out concrete activities to be implemented in accordance
to the objectives of the MoU. The Action Plan activities emphasize collaborative law enforcement
mechanisms, free cross border movement of staff assigned to the parks, research, monitoring, community
engagement, marketing, etc.

Below is the action plan developed and endorsed by senior Management of both the FD of Sierra Leone and

the FDA of Liberia on behalf of the two Countries.
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