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About the Gola Rainforest Conservation LG

Gola Rainforest Conservation' Company was formed in 2015 to
manage the Gola Rainforest National Park: The company was
formed through an equal partnership between The Govern-
ment of Sierra Leone, the Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds (RSPB), the Con-servation Society of Sierra Leone (CSSL)
and local forest-edge communities. Gola Rainforest Conserva-
tion is a non-profit company and is responsible for managing
and selling the Gola carbon credits. The income is spent on
managing the Gola Rainforest National Park, implementing
livelihood projects with local communities and distributing
funds as per the benefit sharing agreement that is in place
with the local communities. The aim is to protect the parkin
perpetuity through effective management, sustained funding
and ongoing benefits for local communities. This is the first
West African carbon REDD project of its kind-and will provide
sustainable financing for the management of the park and its
neighbouring communities for the next 30 years.

To find out more about Gola Rainforest National Park
visit the main office in Kenema at 164 Dama Road
call 4232 76 4202018, email: golaforest@yahoo.com
or visit: www.golarainforest.org
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The Birth of a National Park

The area that is today’s national park was originally designated in the
1920’s as the Gola Forest Reserves for the purpose of commercial
timber extraction. In the late 1980s various conservation organisa-
tions conducted the first biodiversity surveys in the reserves,
discovering an unparalleled richness of wildlife and plant life within
the region. In 2003, the government, together with the communities,
the Conservation Society of Sierra Leone (CSSL) and the Royal Society
for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), agreed to manage the reserves for
conservation, culminating in the approval of a conservation conces-
sion in 2007 and in December 2010, after 20 years of effort, the Gola
Forest Reserves were officially proclaimed as the Gola Rainforest
National Park (GRNP), becoming Sierra Leone’s second only national

Rangers take a rest atop a view point overlooking the forest

park and the new ‘green diamond of the nation’ Hopes are now high
that the GRNP will be nominated for World Heritage status in further
recognition of the forest’s outstanding contribution to global
biodiversity conservation. In the meantime the first REDD+ of its
kind in West Africa was established by GRNP in 2015 with the carbon
credits being sold on the voluntary market raising valuable funds for
the project to be able to run for many years to come.

The Forest

Covering an area of 71,070 ha, GRNP is characterized by extensive
rolling hills cloaked in evergreen and semi-deciduous forest divided
into three blocks — Gola North, Central and South. The park
comprises the largest remaining area of intact, lowland rainforestin
Sierra Leone and is a significant remnant of the once vast Upper
Guinea Forest belt of West Africa, a global biodiversity ‘hotspot’and
a priority for international conservation efforts. Botanical assess-
ments have identified close to 1,000 plant species, half of which are
endemic to the Upper Guinea Forest ecosystem. The forests of the
GRNP have largely remained intact in spite of sporadic logging and
a decade of civil war during the 1990s. Regenerating secondary
forest (in old logging areas) is largely confined to the edges of the
park with the core interior zone supporting high, primary forest and
abundant wildlife. Current satellite imagery shows the park as an
‘island of green’in a largely agricultural landscape, confirming that
the park’s forests are continuing to be effectively protected.

Aerial photo of GRNP forests

Mammals

A total of 49 large, mammal species have been recorded in the GRNP,
including globally significant populations of the endangered Pygmy
Hippo, Forest Elephant, Chimpanzee and Western Red Colobus. The
Park also provides a refuge for a host of other rare and threatened
mammal species such as the Diana Monkey, Western Pied Colobus,
Olive Colobus, Sooty Mangabey, a number of rare duikers (Jentink’s,
Zebra,Yellow-backed, Maxwell’s,Bay and Ogilby’s), Bongo, African
Buffalo, Leopard, Golden Cat, Spotted-necked Otter and Water
Chevrotain. A recent survey recorded 41 species of bat, making the
GRNP one of the richest forest areas in the region for this group.

Chimanzee Western Red Co/obus

Birds

Perhaps more than any other species, the
White-necked Picathartes is symbolic of the rarity,
endemism and beauty of the Upper Guinea Forest
and was thus chosen as a fitting logo for the
national park. A total of 333 bird species have
been recorded in and around the park with 163 of
these restricted to the Guinea-Congolian forest
biome. Some of the most important endangered
and rare species include Rufous Fishing Owl, Gola
Malimbe, Western Wattled Cuckoo-shrike, Nimba
Flycatcher, White-breasted Guineafowl,
Yellow-bearded Greenbul, Green-tailed Bristlebill,
Brown-cheeked Hornbill, Yellow-casqued
Hornbill, and Yellow-footed Honeyguide.

Pseudopontia gola

Other Wildlife

Surveys by international experts have recorded
over 600 species of butterfly; 43 species of
amphibians; 13 species of reptiles, including the
African Dwarf Crocodile, Forest Hinged Tortoise
and Forest Monitor; over 20 small mammals
(rodents and shrews); 140 dragonfly and damsel-
fly species; and 31 species of fish. Many of these
species are only found in the Upper Guinea Forest
eco-region with several species of butterfly,
amphibian, damselflies and small mammals being
new to science.
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Park Activities

Building Capacity

Over 100 national staff are employed to
manage the GRNP through five management
programmes — Community Development, Park
Operations, Research and Monitoring, Tourism,
Administration/ Finance and Human Resourc-
es. Through comprehensive training
programs, ‘on the job’experience, and
exposure to best practice protected area
management, GRNPMA staff are becoming
leaders in their field and future trainers for
other protected areas in Sierra Leone.

Community Engagement

All seven chiefdoms surrounding the park are
signatories to a benefit sharing agreement
with the GRNPMA, which allocates annual
funds for development and livelihood projects
proposed by the communities. The park has
assisted with the building of infrastructure
(such as hospitals, schools, bridges), animal
husbandry, agricultural assistance, and
microfinance. The annual funds also provide
for educational scholarships for secondary
school students. Future priorities include
community forestry initiatives and a volunteer
programme for youth to work with the park.

Conservation Education

The park’s education programme assists
students and teachers to create nature clubsin
many of the local schools and provides
continuing support for club activities. It also
conducts roadshows in the communities to
raise awareness about the values of the
national park and distributes a range of
educational materials, such as posters on the
park’s endangered animals and the ‘Gola
Guardian’newsletter.

Biodiversity Research & Monitoring

A team of dedicated staff survey and monitor
the biodiversity of the park’s forests and
conducts various research studies into the
ecology of species under threat of extinction.
Research technicians visit the forest regularly
to monitor the health of the park’s key wildlife
populations. The park is building partnerships
with various Sierra Leone universities and is
developing a research centre.

Park Protection

Fifty forest guards have been recruited locally
to provide protection and support for the
management of the park’s forest and wildlife.
In teams of five they patrol the width and
breadth of the park throughout the year,
enforcing the law againstillegal hunting,
logging and mining and collecting data on
wildlife.

Recreation & Tourism

The GRNP is committed to providing visitor
and recreational opportunities for national
and international visitors. The tourism
programme currently operates several
trekking and cultural-based ecotourism
products and aims to develop GRNP as a high
quality nature tourism destination for Sierra
Leone and the region (see map overleaf for
product and contact details).




